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At her own expense she added what was known as the
Victoria Barrack, which consisted of two wooden wards,
each holding twenty-four beds. Here she took special cases,
and many men probably owed their lives to her. The
Victoria Barrack was always a model for cleanliness and she
kept the tables plentifully supplied with flowers. It seemed
that the only way she could get the windows opened in the
main hospital to clear the fetid air was to throw them up
herself when she made her rounds. The men loved her
and many of them used to write her letters for years after-
wards.

As for the nurses, there were moments when she appeared on
the point of knocking them down. Under this unsympathetic
and contemptuous treatment the puzzled and unhygienic
staff were growing more and more remiss in the duties
she set them. Nurses were dismissed. Indignant doctors
applied for transfers. A storm was blowing up. In spite of
all this unhappiness, the broadminded realized that Homburg
Hospital was bringing about more successful cures than any
other in Germany.

At Homburg William and Henry pursued their normal
lessons with Hinzpeter. The stern tutor encouraged the
spirit of patriotism in the schoolroom. He had pinned up a
large-scale map and each morning before lessons the boys
showed him the exact position of the armies. Their mother
often attended this exciting ceremony. No wonder it was a
thrilling moment, for the French were disintegrating with
amazing speed. Without doubt, God was on the side of the
Germans. Patriotic fervour went even further than a map.
Hinzpeter encouraged them to buy special editions of the
newspapers reporting victories and to make them into
lanterns to illuminate the schoolroom by oiling them.

WiUiam describes an interesting occasion during their life
at Homburg. It was early September. Emperor Napoleon,
with MacMahon's army of 120,000, had surrendered at
Sedan. It was a year of miracles 1 ' Henry and I were
already in bed/ says William, ' when the noise of the great
crowd shouting in the streets floated up to us, mingled with